dome practical ways to trim printer costs

ERIC WICHHART
- Correspondent

Each day one of the most expensive

things you do with your computer is print-

Ang. Each time you hit that print button
‘depending on your printer it will cost you
-anywhere from 1¢ to 50¢. Currently there
are five different readily available technolo-
‘gies on the market, each with its own place
and price per page printed.

. Before we talk about types of printers
‘though, we need to discuss coverage. In the
print world, coverage is defined as the

amount of space covered with ink when you
print a page. Why is coverage important?
Coverage is important because when you
purchase a toner or ink cartridge it states
how many pages it will print. Any normal
person would think that a page is a full
page, but in fact the definition of pages
printed on a toner cartridge is based on 5%
coverage. What that means is that a toner
cartridge that states it will print 5000 pages
will print 5000 pages at 5% coverage. 5%

' o st e

coverage on a sheet of paper is just over a
half sheet of printed text with no pictures.
Most often when you print a sheet, you
will be covering more than 5% of the page
with ink or toner. Therefore, that 5000 page
toner cartridge may only be printing 3000
pages. The easiest way to find out how
many pages you are actually printing out of

- a cartridge is to print a status page when

you put in a new toner and write the page
count on the front of the toner cartridge,
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